(StatePoint) In the remote-learning environment of the 2020-21 academic year, certain
types of classes have been deprioritized and
the school day has lost some of the structure
and sociability that in-person learning affords.
In the face of these challenges, how can
you make remote-learning more rewarding
and fun for your child? Consider the following tips and ideas:
• Encourage video study sessions: Socializing
is an invaluable aspect of a traditional
school day. Unfortunately, remote-learning
can be a lot more isolating. Have your child
invite classmates to form a remote study
group. Doing so will help reinforce lessons,
make learning the material more interactive
and provide a much-needed opportunity for
students to socialize.
• Reincorporate music education: Have music classes been cancelled this year? Your
child can still reap the benefits of a music
education by playing an instrument like a
Casiotone Keyboard. The Casiotone series of
keyboards are great for beginners. Not only
do they have a built-in learning system, they
have a 3/4 jack for headphones so the rest
of the house doesn’t have to be distracted
during practice sessions. Learning to play a
keyboard is not only fun, it can help with
science, math and cognitive learning. Studies have shown that children and adults with
musical training have heightened skills in an
area called executive functioning.
• Schedule midday movement: Physical education may no longer be part of your child’s

curriculum, but you can still make time for
movement. Schedule a screen-free block of
time each day to replace gym class or recess. Encourage kids to move around and if
possible, get some fresh air. They’ll return
to their next class refreshed and focused.
• Master math at home: Math can be an especially tricky subject to master remotely.
But new tools can help students grasp complex concepts. For example, ClassPad.net is
a tool geared toward K-12 and beyond that
exceeds the functionality of a calculator.
Among its many features are a virtual protractor and compass, and a math-based text
editor that provides a rich assortment of
mathematical templates. This web-based
calculator also gives users the ability to create folders, organize and share work. These
tools are free to educators and students and
can eliminate the need for an expensive
graphing calculator. To register or learn
more, visit ClassPad.net.
• Create digital masterpieces: Art is still an
important subject for kids, even if it isn’t
being offered this year. However, you don’t
need to install a full-fledged art studio in
your home for kids to be able to create artwork in a range of mediums. Digital apps
mimic the act of drawing, painting, illustration, collage and more, helping to build a
foundation of skills and lay the groundwork
for further exploration.
While some of the challenges of remotelearning are inevitable, there are many ways
families can make the experience more positive for students.
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As you read
this, you already know
whether any
of the five
progressive
candidates for
the school
board--myself,
LaMar Lemmons, Elena
Herrada, Ida
Short, or
Sherry GayDagnogo--were
elected. Since
the incumbents haven't moved our children's 3rd-grade reading and math scores
out of the nation's bottom ranks in
nearly four years, hopefully at least one
of us got in to help remedy this. We
have a research-based, field-proven plan
that will raise the scores in conformance
with the state and national ESSA--Every
Student Succeeds Act--and it will do it
under a pay-only-for success arrangement. We must ensure that our 3rdgraders are reading at and above the
3rd-grade testing level, or else the Republicans in the state legislature will
require them to repeat 3rd grade and
cause mass parental defections from DPSCD. I want DPSCD to institute a pre-K
literacy program. I want DPSCD to require the administration to draw up an
ESSA Plan, including specific steps regarding how to implement it. I want
DPSCD to ensure that all of our students
grades 3 - 8 enter high school scoring
above the state median in reading on the
M-STEP test. Whether or not I've been
elected, I want DPSCD to establish an
Honors STEM (Science, Technology, English, and Math) program for students
scoring 1200 or above on the Scholastic
Aptitude Test. I want DPSCD to institute
an HBCU--Historical Black Colleges and
Universities (such as Howard, Morehouse, etc.) program for students scoring 1000 or above on the SAT, so they
can graduate from college with no debt.
I want DPSCD to establish two Tech-'n'Trade (TNT) training centers--one on the
west side and one on the east side, and
put an experienced builder like Joe Corrado in charge of them. I want this to
be in DPSCD for the first two years and
then hook up with the HBCU Promise
Program the third year toward a bachelor's degree. I also want DPSCD to cooperate with our Highland Park Chamber of
Commerce and WCCCD to help them establish a third TNT center in Highland
Park, where there no longer is a publicschool district--and I want a remedial

reading program to be a part of that
TNT's.curriculum. I want DPSCD to establish a RE-ENTRY PROGRAM for nonreaders between 13 and 29 who've
dropped out of school. There are more
than 90,000 in Detroit. Such a program
will save lives. I want DPSCD to communicate with Dan Gilbert and the Ilitch
family for them to help get computers
out in the neighborhoods into the hands
of all DPSCD students. Until the pandemic has abated and there is a vaccine
endorsed by the medical community--not
by Trump, who hopefully will have been
defeated by the time you read this. We
need to strengthen distance-learning
instruction.
In the meantime, we
should keep some large schools open as
centers for special student and community academic, nutritional, and mentaland-physical-health needs, etc.
I came up in an integrated Detroit
neighborhood, competed with black
teammates as the only white relay runner on high school, college, Detroit
Track Club, and U.S. national teams,
was intermittently a DPS teacher, athletic coach, counselor, building administrator, central-office administrator, and
superintendent for many years, commencing in 1956 and stretching into the
present. I currently am a DFT member
again and serve as poetry teacher at
Southeastern and as the DPSCD Poet-inResidence, sharing my poetry in the high
schools (now via distance-learning). I've
served on civil-rights-oriented boards
and boards of athletic and 501(c) 3
groups--often as the only white member.
While I'm of Scottish/Danish descent (my
father--a coal-miner, pro boxer, union
steward, and bodyguard for Walter Reuther--was born in Scotland, and my
mother, a DPS kindergarten teacher for
forty years, spoke only Danish until she
was five), I'm blacker on the inside than
are some of the black men I've fought
against for selling out our children.
There should be an African-American
emphasis in language-arts and social
studies curricula, K - 12. When I was
superintending and assistant superintending in suburban districts, I recruited
superb black teachers and administrators
from DPS in the face of raucous racist
vast-majority-white community opposition, because I wanted white kids to see
black faces in leadership roles. We
should recruit more black teachers from
black southern colleges, from recent
ranks of DPS retirees, from the business
sector, and from U-M, MSU, EMU, CMU,
WSU, UD-M, etc. The board should also
demand that the state pay for a forensic
audit to determine where the stolen
$3.5 billion went during the two-decadelong state takeover.

