By Dr. John Telford
SUN COLUMNIST
Early in the summer of 2017, I invited
then newly-appointed DPSCD Superintendent Nikolai Vitti (pictured here with me,
Carol Weaver, and my late, lamented
wife Adrienne) to meet with me and
many others at the 14th District Demo-

crats office on Livernois. Our topic was
the 35 goals I had established in June,
2012 for the Detroit Public Schools as the
DPS pro bono Superintendent appointed by a
good elected school
board. That board and
I had operated with
limited powers under
emergency financial
management dictated
by then-Governor Rick
Snyder and his Republican-majority Legislature. In 2013, when
that Legislature reinstated the emergency
manager law that had been overwhelmingly rejected at the polls, the EFM became a fully-powered emergency
manager, dis-empowered the good
elected board, and fired me from the
Superintendency. Now eight years later
I'm revisiting that 35-item list of goals I'd
written when I was the Superintendent in
2012-2013.
Some of the more vital goals (not
then-necessarily in preferential order)
were Number Nine (9) - Establish a district-wide PTA and appoint a Community
Advisory Committee; (18) Restore and
strengthen the Ombudsman Office per
the job description I drafted when I was
the Executive Director of Community Affairs in 2002 in the Burnley Administration; (1) Ensure student safety in and
on-the-way-to-and-from school via closer
interaction between DPSCD building administrators & Security and the DPD; (12)
Lobby in Lansing for repayment of the
$3.5 billion stolen or misspent throughout
the unwarranted 1999 - 2017 state take-

over of DPS; (28) Return principals and
assistant principals to union membership;
(8) Enhance the advisory involvement of
the district-wide Student Council; (15)
Uphold all laws protecting students with
disabilities, establish a Cabinet-level post
for this area of need, and re-open the
Oakman School; (19) Litigate to regain
and restore any givenaway school and property
(examples were listed);
(21) Support bilingual students and families via establishment of a relevant
Cabinet-level post and
hire more bilingual teachers and support staff; (33)
Restore traditional grammatical and counter"Ebonics" instruction to
the Language Arts curriculum in grades 6 - 12; (5)
Enact s policy whereby all
administrators are evaluated annually; (6) Encourage the Board to self-evaluate annually
and publish the results; (20) Continue to
hear community concerns at all Board
meetings, arrange for
their live telecast, and
record them for public
review; (3) Bring all DPSCD schools up to and
beyond the state's 50th
percentile on student test
scores by 2020
(mandatory); (4) Ensure
that no political impediments hamper the full
implementation of the
field-proven and pay-only-for-success QWK2LRN
Program per the preceding item; and (14)
Return class sizes to reasonable levels-particularly and immediately in the 1st
and 2nd Grades. The last three goals preceding were and are the most vital ones:
if our kids can't read, they won't be able
to do much of anything else in life.
Email me at
DrJohnTelfordEdD@aol.com if you'd like
me to send you my complete 35-goal list
from 2017.
John Telford--a world-ranked sprinter
at WSU in the 1950s--coached track
champions and taught English in DPS in
the 1960s. Throughout the six decades
to follow, he has held several jobs in
education administration in and out of
DPS. He has served since 2017 as the
DPSCD Poet-in-Residence. Contact him
at (313) 460-8272, and tune in to his
show on WCHB AM1340 Saturday mornings
at 9:30 and Monday evenings at 6:30 and
to the JOHN TELFORD-DETROIT Show on
WJZZ Cool TV Thursday mornings at
10:00, also streaming on Facebook.

(StatePoint) Pre-K learning is fundamental,
giving children the skills they will need to
thrive in school and beyond. But sometimes
kids need more encouragement to get excited about learning. Here are some tools
and strategies that can help:
Smart Screen Time
The plug-and-play TV video game LeapLand Adventures from LeapFrog is a great
example of how learning video games can
add value to your child’s screen time. But
it’s not just educational, it’s also fun. Players hunt for keys to unlock the Clever Castle, and along the way, learn letters,
numbers, shapes and colors. A great tool
for early learners, kids can choose between
two characters to explore Letterland, Numberville, Shapetown and Color Springs.
Players can also explore more than 150
learning items at their own pace by playing
the educational content directly in the
Learning Center. With no web connection,
downloads or account setup required, kids
can start playing -- and learning -- right
away. To get started, insert the plug-andplay HDMI game stick and USB power cable
into the television and play using the wireless controller.
New Adventures
Visit a petting zoo. Explore a botanical
garden. Attend a free outdoor concert. Try
a food from another culture’s cuisine. Kids
learn best when they are exposed to new
sights, sounds and ideas, so build time into
your schedule to try activities with your
child that will bring to life what they have
learned in the classroom.
Learning is Fun

With the right tools, you can get kids
excited about learning. One interactive,
portable system to try is the LeapStart
Learning Success Bundle, which grows with
your child using touch-and-talk pages and
features games, puzzles and creative challenges to help kids build math, reading and
problem-solving skills. Many activities have
two levels with over 50 key skills per grade
level, so kids can play and learn at the right
level and move up when they’re ready. Included books are preloaded, one of which is
“The Go! Go! Cory Carson Cory Carson Superhero School Book,” based on the popular
animated series. And an expansive library
of books (sold separately) are compatible
with the system, covering a variety of preschool through first grade subjects. The
easy-to-hold stylus is comfortable for kids
of all ages, promotes proper writing grip
and neatly clicks into the cover for storage.
A computer with an internet connection is
required to load book content onto the
LeapStart system.
Social Hour
Pre-K learning is not all about academics. Kids also acquire valuable social skills
like cooperation, communication, sharing
and more. Whether it’s with play dates or
the playground, be sure to give your child
plenty of opportunities to flex these valuable life skills beyond the preschool classroom.
For more inspiration and educational
tools, visit leapfrog.com/en-us/home.
With new tools and new adventures, you
can leverage your child’s natural curiosity
about the world to make learning exciting
and fun.

