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(StatePoint) Want to encourage your
child to embrace science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) education
both inside and outside of the classroom?
Studies show that kids who are exposed to STEM concepts from a young age
are more likely to show interest in pursuing STEM careers. With over 50% of the
fastest-growing jobs related to STEM, it’s
no wonder that competency in these areas is a strong indicator of future career
success. But STEM education doesn’t just
help students go directly into STEM careers. Its focus on creative problem-solving, critical thinking, innovation and
teamwork helps students develop the
skills needed to succeed in any field.
Here are some of the simplest ways to
get kids excited about everyday scientific
concepts, creativity and STEM:
• Encourage kids to actively participate
in STEM-related activities at school and
at home. Not sure where to turn? Students and families can check out the
range of free content and downloadable
lesson plans available at
FriXionSTEM.com. Pilot Pen recently
partnered with the curriculum experts at
STEM.org to develop this curriculum for
students in grades K-12 in an effort to
make STEM education easy and accessible.
• Expose budding scientists to high-quality learning tools, such as Pilot’s line of
FriXion erasable pens, markers and highlighters. The first and only “STEM Pen,”

FriXion is the only writing instrument to
be Authenticated by the experts at
STEM.org. The unique, thermo-sensitive,
erasable ink inside every FriXion pen
makes it ideal for everything from taking
lab notes and reviewing reference materials to demonstrating scientific principles and covalent bonding. These writing
tools allow students of any age to draw,
erase, highlight and revise easily and
cleanly, so they can take on STEM tasks
fearlessly.
• Keep content engaging for your child’s
age group. Whether accessing lessons
online or doing a science kit together, be
sure you’ve selected resources and programming at the right level for your
child.
• Seek out cool and exciting STEM opportunities. For example, Pilot’s Science
FriXion STEM Student Grant rewards exceptional middle and high school scholars
who are going above and beyond both
inside and outside of their classroom to
help enhance the lives of others through
their passion for STEM. The grant will
award students and their schools a total
of $50,000, so that students can enhance
their studies and schools can continue to
provide high-quality STEM education. To
learn more and submit a handwritten
nomination, visit FriXionSTEM.com.
With the right tools and resources,
you can bring kids into the world of
STEM, and offer them the building blocks
for innovation.

U.S. students said that he did not lead
the Montgomery Bus boycott. Also, about
18 percent said they were not aware that
Dr. King organized the famous
“March on Washington.”
What’s more, a stunning 19 percent said Dr. King didn’t give his
most famous speech, “I Have a
Dream.”
In an email, Brainly officials told
NNPA Newswire that its mission is to
democratize education and ensure
that all students have equal access
to the resources they need to be
academically successful.
The organization stated that this was
particularly important ahead of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day as the country and
the world reflects on the major impact
Dr. King had on the U.S. and the globe,
and how his sacrifice has left an indelible
impression on the cause for equality.
For those who understand King’s legacy, they said education and reflection
are most important – particularly in observing the holiday that honors Dr. King.
“MLK Day is a day to recommit to the
fight for equality and inclusion. To remember who we want to be as individuals and as a country,” stated Lena
Hackett, executive director and managing partner of the Kennedy King Memorial
Initiative, a nonprofit based in Indianapolis that works to commemorate the historic speech delivered by Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy in Indiana on the night Dr. King
was assassinated.
“The best way to commemorate Dr.
King is for America to re-read his sermons
and gain a renewed appreciation for their
timeless wisdom on racial reconciliation,
justice, family, and faith,” stated Frederick Weaver, a GIS Specialist who researches African American historical
figures.
“Then, we must individually and collectively act on that wisdom to solve
today’s challenges,” Weaver stated. MLK
Day is a day of service and reflection for
America, especially the Black community. It is a time to acknowledge remaining
injustices and problems to be fought
while celebrating areas where society has
improved,” Weaver continued.
Lucinda Cross, an author and marketing coach at Activate Worldwide LLC,
noted that the best way to commemorate
Dr. King’s holiday is by “throwing a large
‘Dream Board’ party where young children and even their parents come together to create dream boards for future
goals.”
“MLK day means a day to reflect on
one man’s dream for the nation and how
important it is for us to dream big enough

for others. Thinking of selfless dreams that
can change the communities in which we live,
work, and serve,” Cross stated.
“MLK day is a day of permission to believe

that all it takes is a dream and the belief to
verbalize it and act on it in spite of.”
Alex Tran, a digital marketing strategist,
said he believes the best way for children and
all others to commemorate Dr. King is to live
a life where respect is given and received
freely regardless of race, skin color, gender,
and sexual orientation.
“It’s a time for us to reflect on how much our
nation has changed and what we still need to
do to foster equality and justice for all,” Tran
stated.
“I created an organization where we teach
current and former foster youth, and beyond,
what it means to be confident, have selfworth, respect others and live life as authentic contributing human beings. We teach lessons that are not traditionally taught in school
until college, and this includes communication, critical thinking, finance, and health and
wellness.”
While preschoolers and those in kindergarten may not be prepared to learn intricate
details of the civil rights movement, a recent
NBC Today Show study noted that elementary
school students should be provided books that
teach about Dr. King’s life and legacy.
Also, middle schoolers should be taught, or
reintroduced, to Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream”
speech, which could educate them on stereotypes and other biases.
NBC’s study also concluded that high
school students should be taught how Dr. King
“walked the walk and talked the talk.” Teenagers can understand the modern civil rights
movement and Dr. King’s leading role in it as
he risked his life to he lead the Montgomery
Bus Boycott of 1955 and the March on Washington in 1963, which helped facilitate passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 abolishing
discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex or nationality, NBC researchers stated.
“Martin Luther King Day is the perfect time
to get the message across that when there’s
injustice we need to stand up to it,” Steven
Friedman, a middle school social studies
teacher at the mostly white Brandeis Marin
School in San Rafael, Calif., told the network.
“It’s also a chance to share a message
about the beauty of diversity — something to
remember every day,” Friedman stated.

