PRNewswire/ -- The chilling videos of the
murders of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery,
and Eric Garner, as well as a deeper understanding of the historic horrors like
the Tulsa Race Massacres have reinvigorated the debate about what repair is
required, and brought the word reparations to the forefront of a conversation in
America.
Today, Reparation Generation
launches as a new, citizen-driven approach to pursuing restoration for disenfranchised descendants of American
slavery. They are a multiracial group of
Americans proudly joining a national
movement for truth and reconciliation.
They seek to show reparations in action,
and in turn, drive momentum to pass federal reparations for Black Americans.
Amid ongoing and acrimonious debate
about the idea of reparations among politicians and the media, Reparation Generation was formed to demonstrate what
reparations for Black Americans could
actually look like in action. Their Blackled, white-financed strategy directs privately-funded "reparative transfers" to
Black Americans for home ownership and
other wealth-building pursuits.
Reparation Generation Co-Chair Kiko
Davis Snoddy says, "Our vision is for this
country that we love to become the "more
perfect union" our nation's founders promised. Equity for Black Americans is good
for all Americans. Systemic racism has
kept the U.S. from reaching its full financial and economic potential."
How Reparative Transfers Work
Beginning November 1, 2021, Reparation Generation will make reparative
transfers of $25,000 to up to 10 Black
Americans who are descendants of slavery
to be used for homeownership in the Detroit area. The recipients of these reparative transfers are not receiving a
charitable donation, a gift or welfare.
These financial transfers represent money
that was never paid, was stolen, or denied to their families.
"The American truism that hard work
equals reward ignores the social inequities that slavery and ongoing structural
racism have created for Black Americans,"
says Reparation Generation Co-Chair David Mayer. Government-sanctioned discriminatory practices such as "redlining"
and racial covenants denied Blacks the
same home-buying, and thus wealth-

building opportunities enjoyed by Whites.
"Even today, a vast number of Americans
wrongly believe that their ancestors simply reaped the benefits of their hard
work. However, through a more careful
reading of our hard history, it becomes
clear that the same hard work by Black
Americans more often than not resulted
in little success in getting ahead."
Why Homeownership?
According to a 2016 Federal Reserve
Board report, the average net worth of
White Americans is $171,000, while the
average Black family has a net worth of
only $17,600. Financial experts agree the
most prominent path to wealth building in
the US is through homeownership, and
Reparation Generation aims to support
this growth with $25,000 reparative transfers for homeownership. Homeownership
also fosters a sense of community, and
encourages stability and business development.
Why Starting In Detroit?
Detroit became a Great Migration city
as Black Americans, who were direct descendants of slaves, left the Jim Crow
South. Detroit, equally famous as Motown
or The Motor City, was a hub of American
culture and Black prosperity. With the
decline of the automotive industry, and
the pernicious history of "urban renewal,"
institutional racism shifted resources to
the white suburbs, and left a large portion of Detroit with a devastating decline
in economic resources.
Today, Detroit is in the midst of a renewal. Reparation Generation's Black
founders have selected Detroit as the location for their proof-of-concept pilot
program, to establish the process, and to
show the value of reparations.
Why Now?
With an estimated $68 trillion in wealth
in the U.S. about to change hands from
one generation to the next, David Mayer
says, "It is time we take an honest look at
what we have, who we owe, and how
we'll all benefit when the debt is repaid."
Kiko Davis Snoddy summarizes Reparation Generation by simply stating, "This is
a gathering of fellow Americans coming
together to help right a wrong that has
been festering far too long."
To learn more about Reparation Generation and to listen to the "truth-telling"
stories from the Founders, visit
www.reparationgeneration.org

By Marie Zenon
SPECIAL TO THE SUN
Since the day you were born I loved you simultaneously.
My Japanese style brown eyes starred at you continuously
waiting for you to wake up from a deep sleep to be fed.
Indeed, you were a handsome baby boy with smooth soft
hair and a round face, chubby as can be; appearing to be
completely innocent and quiet calm as the breaking of a
new dawning. Well! You grew up faster than I wanted you
too. That angel physique changed into a Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde show and tell. Why? You treated me that-a- way. Disappointment surrounded the podium. I bore you in pain just
as Jabez mother did, and honor should have kept its proper
dominion.
The rebellious parade went on for a long time. Claimed
and attained a self determination to do what you wanted to
do, regardless of the parental guidance and instructions. Dysfunction and disappointment took a toll on the mind, time after time.
Giving-up on the golden child love was never an option. Believing for a better future adoption was necessary, although the mischievous worldly behaviors surfaced at a
rapid speed; more than clinging on mercy and grace, But God!!! How could a good relationship turn so sour, devastating, and troublesome? Unbelievable hurt just like that.
Many ugly tears in the midnight hour that soaked the pillar, praying for an instant miracle. Yes!! Hurt that-a-way.
Perhaps unresolved childhood issues/circumstances, or child rearing years can
dearly come alive in the adult years, while fault and the blame game of shame takes a
stand of oath, and negative emotions run wild. Spiritual values tend to become neglected. Unspoken communication has no value and thoughts of assumption is not always the truth. The fruit of a good relationship grows from genuine love, honesty,
trust, peace, and holding nothing back. Stack-up on that!!!
Self-indulgence, self-righteousness, disobedience, and a hard head requires selfdiscipline and prayers, if you so desire. Restoration is a sure promise. Strong holds do
not have to control anything to hurt that-a-way. Love conquers all. Stand tall and try
not to fall into life’s traps.

PRNewswire/ -- Rivertown Market, which
opened by Meijer earlier this month to significant fanfare in downtown Detroit's East
Jefferson Corridor, highlighted its commitment to community by donating $40,000 to
eight Detroit-based charities in support of
their missions within the City.
"As a family-owned company, we care
about the communities we serve and are
proud to support these organizations that
are making a difference in the City of Detroit," Store
Manager Marcus Reliford
said. "The
community
has embraced Rivertown Market
since our
doors
opened, and
we're excited
to build on
that momentum and
work with
the community to make an even bigger impact."
The following nonprofits each received
$5,000 donations to support their missions:
• GIVE Merit will utilize the funds for its
upcoming Alumni Summit.
• Greening of Detroit plans to further support its operations, tree planting and workforce initiatives throughout Detroit with
the donation.
• Detroit PAL will earmark the funds to
support its spring radiothon.
• COTS Detroit plans to use the funds for
its operations.
• Bees In The D will utilize the funds to
help restore and harvest honey at a
blighted lot in Core City within North Corktown.

• Better Detroit Youth plans to use the
funds to train young people to bake and
sell brownies while building basic entrepreneurial skills, and create youth empowered
apparel.
• Stem Genius will use the donation to
continue helping youth in the areas of science, technology, engineering and math.
Pure Heart Foundation will use the funds to
provide its scholars with financial support
while visiting their parent incarcerated for
the holidays, as
well as activate its
outreach facility
that provides 150
scholars access to
afterschool activities and programs.
"We are so
thankful for the
financial contribution," said Yul Allen, Founder of
STEM Genius.
"Using creative and
exciting hands-on,
project-based
learning educational programs are a key
element to our success, but without corporate partners like Meijer Rivertown this
success would be impossible. We understand the seriousness and urgency of continuing to establish strategic partners … to
accomplish such an ambitious undertaking
for STEM Education in Detroit. We humbly
and graciously thank you for your continued
support."
Rivertown Market is a new 42,000square-foot market opened by Meijer that
features a vast assortment of fresh and
prepared foods, including bakery items,
fresh meat offerings; Meijer and national
brand products; and an estimated 2,000
local, artisan items. It's the retailer's fourth
small format store in Michigan.

