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The audience gasped in awe, as Rosa Black walked slowly down
the aisle in a white form-fitting lace wedding gown with sequins
on the veil that sparkled beneath the lights.
Waiting at the end of the aisle was her bright-eyed groom grinning from ear to ear, who uttered “I’m in heaven.”
It had been over 40 years, since Rosa’s first husband had died.
"It was a shock to me, because I was the type that said I don't
need a man and don't want a man,” the 73-year-old newlywed
said. “Michael’s totally different from the other guys I met. When
we met, my body did a strange thing that I never felt before in my
life. My body reacted, before my mind. I said, ‘Oh wow’. I said
this must be the guy for me. I never thought that I would get married again. Love was still in the air. I felt it was God's plan and
His will. I have somebody that I can talk to and be with. Now, I'm
not lonely. God knew that I needed someone. We're so compatible.”
Like Rosa, many individuals over 70 are embracing love and
getting married later in life.

“I waited 20 years, and I didn’t mind it,” Rev. Michael Jones,
76, said. “I met Rosa, while dancing. I wasn’t thinking about marriage, while we were dating. Many were shocked and a few were
surprised (when we announced our pending marriage.)
Those who choose to marry later in life say that there’s
greater social security or friendship with maturity.
“There’s more maturity being settled, great companionship,
love and peace, when you marry later in life,” Rev. Stanley Carter, 73, who married his wife Shontese Moreland in a backyard ceremony during the pandemic, said. “I deeply love my wife. We met
at Great Commissioned Fellowship Church in Detroit. I would encourage others to take your time and make sure you get the right
one.”
According to statistics reported in the U.S. Census Bureau’s
2016 American Community Survey report, the number of people in
the United States aged 65 and over is about 49.2 million people.
Of the 28.7 million aged 65 to 74, 15.3 million were female, while
13.4 million were male. There were about 2 million more females
(8.1 million) than males (6.2 million) among the 75 to 84 age
group. Nearly twice as many females (4.1 million) as males (2.2
million) were 85 and older.
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