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“For we have come to see that segregation is not only so-�
ciologically untenable, it is not only politically unsound, it is�
morally wrong and sinful. Segregation is a cancer in the body pol-�
itic, which must be removed before our democratic health can be�
realized.”� – Martin Luther King, Jr.�
     Applause erupted throughout Cobo Arena in Detroit, as 25,000�
people reacted to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s demand for an end�
to various forms of segregation.�
    The speech was given nearly 60 years ago and gave Detroiters a�
pre-view of his famous “I Have a Dream” speech. It also followed�
the Walk for Freedom held earlier in the day that was sponsored�

by the Detroit Council for Human Rights and attended by over�
125,000 people.�
    “Segregation is wrong because it is nothing, but a new form of�
slavery covered up with certain niceties of complexity. Segrega-�
tion is wrong because it is a system of adultery perpetuated by an�
illicit intercourse between injustice and immorality. And in Bir-�
mingham, Alabama, and all over the South and all over the na-�
tion, we are simply saying that we will no longer sell our�
birthright of freedom for a mess of segregated pottage,” King�
said.�
    Reminders of our birthright of freedom will be given through a�
series of events scheduled on Jan. 16.�
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