(StatePoint) Whether you want to boost
the value of your home to put it on the
market or you want to enhance its beauty
and settle in for long-term living, it’s important to keep curb appeal top of mind.
That’s because first impressions count.
Indeed, curb appeal accounts for up to 7%
of home value, according to research conducted at the University of Texas at Arlington. It’s also the first thing people see
when they visit your home, whether those
folks are prospective home buyers or
friends and family. During National Curb
Appeal Month this August, let this checklist be your guide to beautifying your
home’s exterior:
1. Raise the roof. Work your way from top
to bottom of your house, taking into consideration that the roof is one of the most
prominent features of your home exterior.
If it’s time to replace your roof, be sure
you’re investing in a product that’s impact- and fire-resistant, as well as resistant to fading, rotting, cracks and insects.
The good news is that you don’t need to
compromise beauty to get this level of
long-term durability. To capture the authentic look of real cedar shake while getting the high-performance benefits of
composite materials, consider upgrading
with the Select Shake composite tiles from
DaVinci Roofscapes, which come in 11
color blends
2. Beautify the entry door. Upgrading your
entry door handle is like icing a cake: it
adds a special finishing touch to your
home and makes a great first impression.

Step up your style with Delaney
Hardware’s premium Bravura designer collection. Made of solid forged brass, the
pieces in this line provide timeless sophistication and craftsmanship that can’t be
duplicated. Available in a variety of styles,
from an elegant farmhouse design to a
sleek modern handleset, you can customize your hardware with one of several finishes: aged bronze, aged pewter, oil
rubbed bronze, polished chrome, satin
brass, or satin nickel.
3. Create a perfect pathway. Are your
front walkway and steps riddled with hairline cracks and minor flaws, or are they
simply drab? Revitalize them completely
with a real stone coating. The Terrazzo
line from Daich Coatings offers the beauty
of real granite in six colors, and can be
applied to concrete, masonry, linoleum,
vinyl and tile surfaces. Tested for water,
salt, chemical, impact and abrasion resistance, this long-lasting stone coating is
easy to apply, easy to clean and works in
any environment. Though it creates a surface that’s naturally slip-resistant.
4. Stock your toolshed wisely. Stepping up
your curb appeal is simple when you have
the right tools on hand. Battery-powered
outdoor products enable you to tackle all
your routine chores quickly and easily. For
tasks ranging from mowing the lawn and
trimming bushes to blowing leaves, consider stocking your toolshed with RYOBI
Outdoor Products. The 40-volt lineup includes 50 cordless outdoor products that
share the same battery.

(StatePoint) Whether you’re putting down
roots or putting your home on the market,
kitchen upgrades make a huge impact. Not
only do they have daily “good feeling”
appeal for current homeowners, they can
offer a great return on investment when
it’s time to sell.
So it’s no surprise that kitchens were
the second leading site of home improvements made since the pandemic, according to Hippos’s recent “State of
Homeownership Survey.”
Boost your kitchen’s beauty and functionality with these DIY makeover ideas:
1. Countertops. Tired of boring countertops? When using the SpreadStone kit from
Daich Coatings, an elegant new finish requires only the ability to paint, roll and
sand. Working well on existing laminate,
cultured marble, formica and other solid
surfaces, the result is a dynamic stone
finish that provides shimmering mineral
accents and color highlights found in natural mined rock. The three-step process
includes applications of a stone base coat,
decorative stone coat and stone clear top
coat. Finished countertops resist heat,
stains, abrasion, impact and household
cleaners. Available in 10 colors, including
Oyster and Volcanic Black, each kit includes application tools and required coatings to complete 30 to 40 square feet of
space. Kits are available online at The
Home Depot and at daichcoatings.com.
2. Decorative boards. Add warmth to bars
and kitchen islands, or an entire wall, by
installing decorative wood boards. The
ready-to-install S4S Decorative Boards
from Ornamental Decorative Millwork provide a rich, clean appearance and are
available in Ambrosia Maple, White Oak,
Black Stained Aspen and Gray Stained Aspen profiles.
3. Track lighting. For a cool look that’s
also highly functional, install track lighting
above all areas of the kitchen where you

slice, dice and sauté, or use it to highlight
design elements. Kits make installation
easy and are available in a range of designs complementing any style. Add specialty lighting in other areas of the kitchen
to give the room a warm glow.
4. Floating shelves. Add floating shelves to
keep spices handy, hold favorite cookbooks, stack plates or display decorative
accent pieces. Lightweight and easy-toinstall in just minutes, those from Ornamental Decorative Millwork can be easily
painted or stained to complement other
design elements in the room.
5. Wood beams. Add architectural style
and warmth to your kitchen (or any other
room) with lightweight Rustic Beams from
Ornamental Decorative Millwork. Whether
it’s adding straight beams, creating a center beam with cross beams, or crafting a
coffered ceiling, home design creativity
knows no bounds with this DIY project.
Made of real wood, these pre-stained Ushaped beams and wrought iron metal accent brackets are available at Lowe’s and
come with everything needed for installation.
6. Outdoor kitchen. Building an outdoor
kitchen is an amazing way to make better
use of your backyard and enjoy fresh air as
you cook and dine. Using VertiStone RollOn Wall Texture, you can ensure the space
is beautiful. Without prep work and in little time, you can use it to completely
transform any drywall, block, masonry or
concrete outdoor kitchen surface in such
finishes as smooth polished marble, natural suede, parchment, dream lace and linen. Then, to protect the newly-coated
surfaces, simply add Hi-Build Ultra Clear
Coat, a tough coating that resists water,
U/V rays, chemicals, impact and abrasion.
Thanks to a variety of products making
DIY easy, you can affordably give your
kitchen that “wow factor” in an afternoon
or weekend.
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