By Lauren Victoria Burke,
NNPA Newswire Contributor
Last year, Senate Republicans serving
on the Senate Judiciary Committee moved
the nomination of Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson to be a Judge on the United
States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit.
Starting on March 21, those same Republicans suddenly had problems with
Jackson’s sentencing decisions they’d
never mentioned before. As Judge
Jackson’s confirmation hearings to be an
Associate Justice on the U.S. Supreme
Court moved forward, it was clear that
Republicans would attempt to brand the
Judge as soft on crime.
Jackson is expected to be confirmed by
the Senate and become the first Black
woman to serve on the Supreme Court in
American history.
The “soft on crime” strategy wasn’t a
new way of weakening the power of Black
public officials, but what was new was the
particular subject matter Republicans focused on: Sexual violence. Five Republican
Senators, Ted Cruz (R-TX), Josh Hawley
(R-MO), Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Tom Cotton (R-AR) and Marsha Blackburn (R-OK)
focused on the sentencing of seven cases
related to child pornography and sex trafficking. The seven cases represented 1.6
percent of the 580 cases Judge Jackson
has presided over.
On March 18, The American Bar Association rated Judge Jackson as “well qualified” — the highest rating possible — to
serve on the US Supreme Court, before
the hearings began. The association’s
Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary was unanimous in their decision.
“Can you fairly judge a Catholic,” Sen.
Graham asked on day one of the questioning after asking the Judge what religion
she was. On day three of questioning on
March 23, Graham put words in the
Judge’s mouth she didn’t say in a determined effort to link her with light sentencing in child pornography cases.
“You don’t think that’s a bad thing I
think that’s a horrible thing,” Graham said
loudly pointing his finger at Jackson.

“That’s not what the witness said and
she should be allowed to answer,” Chairman Dick Durbin (D-IL) shot back at Graham. The five Republican Senators,
particularly Graham and Hawley appeared
to be avenging the Brett Kavanaugh hearings. Kavanaugh was accused of sexual
assault by Christine Blasey Ford, a professor who alleged that when she was 15year-old a drunk teenaged Kavanaugh engaged in rough housing at a private home
with another drunk male. The allegations
blew up Kavanaugh’s confirmation hearings in late 2018.
Judge Jackson repeatedly answered
similar questions from Hawley and Graham
on her sentencing decisions even after
Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-HI) broke down in
detail all of her sentencing decisions on
the matters Republicans were focused on.
Republicans complained that they didn’t
have the information Democrats on the
panel did.
“I’m telling you right now I’m not letting anyone steal my joy,” said Sen. Cory
Booker (D-NJ) to Judge Jackson after she
endured a barrage of questions from Sen.
Josh Hawley (R-MO).
Booker gave Jackson a pep talk after
Sen. Hawley’s abrasive questioning and
recounted some of his experiences as one
of only two Black members of the U.S.
Senate as Judge Jackson sat at the table
and listened. Her husband Patrick was
seen sitting behind her and at one point
held the hand of their daughter as Booker
spoke and the Judge wiped away a tear.
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-NC) said, “I
thought you’ve done a great job in the
last couple of days,” Tillis said to Jackson
adding it was hard to have “one arm tied
behind your back” during questioning. The
Senate is expected to vote on Jackson’s
nomination before the Easter break.
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By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire National Correspondent
Vice President Kamala Harris recently
unveiled an action plan to stop racial discrimination in the appraisal of home values.
The 21-step plan seeks to improve
oversight and accountability in the home
appraisal business. It includes a legislative
proposal to modernize the governance
structure of the appraisal industry.
“A home appraisal is a critical element
of the home buying and lending process,
intended to provide an independent, fair,
and objective estimate of the market
value of a property so that lenders can
accurately evaluate risk,” the administration stated in a Fact Sheet.
“Homeownership is the primary contributor to wealth building for Black and
brown households and continues to hold
promise for building multigenerational
wealth and housing stability for households of color. But bias in home valuations
limits the ability of Black and brown families to enjoy the financial returns associated with homeownership, thereby
contributing to the already sprawling racial wealth gap.”
Administration officials said the median white family holds eight times the
wealth of the typical Black family and
five times the wealth of the typical Latino
family.
According to a recent study, eliminating racial disparities in the wealth families gain from owning a home would
narrow the wealth gap by an additional 16

percent between Black and white households and an additional 41 percent between Latino and white households.
On June 1, 2021 – the centennial of
the Tulsa Race Massacre – President Joe
Biden announced the creation of the Interagency Task Force on Property Appraisal and Valuation Equity (PAVE) to
develop a transformative set of actions to
root out racial and ethnic bias in home
valuations. The Task Force has now released the PAVE Action Plan.
The White House said when the plan is
enacted, it will represent the most wideranging set of reforms ever put forward to
advance equity in the home appraisal process. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Marcia L.
Fudge and Domestic Policy Advisor Susan
Rice co-chairs the Task Force.
The Action Plan details a set of commitments and actions, most of which can
be taken using existing federal authorities, that will help every American to
have a chance to build generational
wealth through homeownership.
As part of the action plan, the government will expand the complaint hotline
for the Department of Housing and Urban
Development and the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau. There also will be appraisal bias training in homebuyer education classes and efforts to ensure that the
computer systems used to value homes do
not perpetuate racial biases.
To view the plan, visit http://
www.PAVE.HUD.gov.

