the first woman known to enlist as a soldier in the Continental Army. The only
woman to earn a full military pension for
service during the American Revolution,
she served as an infantryman and was
wounded in action.
• Minnie Spotted-Wolf enlisted in the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve in 1943, making her the first known Native American
woman to do so. Skilled at breaking horses, she described Marine boot camp as
“hard but not too hard.”
• Capt. Sunita Williams, an astronaut who
served 322 days as commander of the International Space Station, at one point
held the record for the most cumulative
hours of spacewalking. During her early
Navy career, she flew helicopters in Operation Desert Shield.
• Overcoming childhood adversity, in 2010
Lt. La’Shanda Holmes became the first
African-American female helicopter pilot
in the history of the Coast Guard. She
played a vital role in the Global War on
Terror.
• During her three deployments to Afghanistan, Air Force Senior Airman Vanessa
Velez drove a loaded Humvee into enemy
territory on more than 120 missions.
Pay a Visit

Located at the gateway to Arlington
National Cemetery, the Women In Military
Service For America Memorial (Women’s
Memorial) is the only memorial dedicated
to honoring the 3 million women who have
served or are serving in the U.S. Armed
Forces. Preserving the details of their
achievements, from clerk typist to fighter
pilot, the Memorial aims to integrate military women into the public’s image of
courage. When visiting the nation’s capital, consider adding this educational and
inspiring institution to your itinerary.
Share Your Story
Military women, past and present, can
register their service with the Women’s
Memorial and become part of the world’s
largest register of U.S. servicewomen and
women veterans, which now totals nearly
267,000 members. By sharing your story
future generations will come to know the
valuable contributions of America’s military women. To register and learn more,
visit womensmemorial.org/register-now.
At a time when the Department of Veterans’ Affairs reports that women veterans
are the fastest-growing veteran population, recognizing the collective service of
women is more important than ever.
“No matter what you did during your
service, it’s an important part of history,”
says General McWilliams. “Without your
story our history will never be complete.”

A fugitive wanted since 2015 for a
Hobbs Act Robbery related to jewelry
store smash and grabs in 2014 and 2015
appeared in federal court today. Arthur
Berry Jr. was arrested by the FBI’s Phoenix Division on March 18, 2019 and was
returned to Michigan earlier this week to
face charges for conspiring to interfere
with commerce by robbery.
Berry, 32, from Detroit, Michigan, was
found in Phoenix, Arizona, where he allegedly fled in 2015 after being indicted by a
federal grand jury earlier that year. Berry
was a leader of a group that conducted
the following robberies:
• September 2014: Jared the Galleria of
Jewelry in Toledo, Ohio
• October 2014: Lux Bond & Green Jewelers in West Hartford, Connecticut
• November 2014: Fink’s Jewelers in Sterling, Virginia
• November 2014: RF Moeller Jewelry in
St. Paul, Minnesota
• February 2015: Jared the Galleria of
Jewelry in Erie, Pennsylvania
• September 2015: Jared the Galleria of
Jewelry in Portage, Michigan
Berry was the only remaining fugitive
out of nearly two dozen subjects that have

been prosecuted since 2014. According to
court documents, Berry’s co-defendants
all pled guilty and received various sentences, including a fourteen year prison
term for one of the group’s leaders, Cedarrius Frost.
“The arrest of Mr. Berry for his involvement in these robberies reflects the dedication, cooperation, and persistence of
law enforcement at every level,” said SAC
Slater. “We are particularly grateful to
the FBI’s Phoenix Division for working diligently over the last few months to locate
Mr. Berry and helping us to ensure he
faces the consequences for his criminal
behavior.”
Berry has been charged with six counts
of conspiring to interfere with commerce
by robbery. If convicted, Berry would face
a statutory maximum sentence of twenty
years in federal prison.
This case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Berry’s arrest involved the participation of and coordination with the FBI
Phoenix Division’s Desert Hawk Violent
Crimes Task Force and the FBI Detroit
Division’s Oakland County Gang and Violent Crime Task Force.

LANSING, Mich. – Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
is declaring a state of emergency for
Wayne County in response to the county’s
request for state assistance to address the
aftermath of the recent heavy rainfall and
flooding. Whitmer formally signed the
declaration May 3.
“I want to commend the first responders, volunteers and residents who have
pulled together to respond to the devastation caused by the damaging rain and
flood waters,” said Whitmer. “The state is
committed to do all it can to speed the
recovery of the affected communities in
Wayne County.”
By declaring a state of emergency,
Whitmer has made available all state resources in cooperation with local response
and recovery efforts in the designated area. The declaration authorizes the Michigan State Police, Emergency Management
and Homeland Security Division (MSP/
EMHSD) to coordinate state efforts above
and beyond what MSP/EMHSD has already
been doing in conjunction with local agencies.

“My staff has been working with Wayne
County officials since the heavy rains
struck the area earlier this week,” said
Capt. Emmitt McGowan, deputy state director of Emergency Management and
Homeland Security and commander of the
MSP/EMHSD. “We will continue to partner
with the county to ensure they receive the
needed resources to respond and recover
from this incident.”
On April 30 and May 1, heavy rainfall
caused widespread flooding in Wayne
County, damaging infrastructure and private property. The county formally requested assistance on May 2.
The county of Wayne declared a local
state of emergency on May 2, which activates local emergency response and recovery plans. By requesting a governor’s
declaration, the county has determined
local resources are insufficient to address
the situation and state assistance is required to protect the health, safety and
property to lessen or avert the threat of a
crisis.
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By Dr. John Telford
SUN COLUMNIST
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