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Texas redlstrlctlng House Democratlc leader flies
to Austin and will California change their maps?

By Lauren Burke
SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries
flew to Austin, Texas, today to address
Texas redistricting. Republicans who con-
trol the legislature and the Governor’s
Mansion in Texas are working to redraw
the congressional district lines after Presi-
dent Trump stated that he thought that
five more congressional seats could be
created. “Donald Trump ordered Governor
Greg Abbott and Texas Republicans to race
back to Austin for a special legislative ses-
sion,” Leader Jeffries said, standing in
front of a group of congressional and
Texas elected officials.

“Our message to the people of Texas
and to this great country is simple: You
deserve better,” he added. The Demo-
cratic Leader spoke on how the special
session called to focus on redrawing con-
gressional maps to make it harder for
Democrats to win should be focused on
how people will be impacted by changes
to their health care because of the pas-
sage of the Trump tax plan. The bill was
signed into law on July 4. “This session
should be about fixing Texas’ broken
health care system,” Leader Jeffries, in
part, stated.

Texas Republicans gerrymandered a
map that revealed a new map that made
many congressional maps. Before Texas
redistricting, the breakdown on the Con-
gressional map was 25 GOP seats and 13
Dem seats. After the proposed maps, the
breakdown would be 30 GOP-leaning seats
and 8 Dem-leaning seats. “It is time we all
fight hard... If the Republicans say they’re
going to gain five seats in Texas, | say we
gain 30 seats in New York, California, and
Virginia... in Colorado,” said attorney Marc
Elias on MSNBC on July 30. Elians has
worked on voting rights law at the pro-
democracy organization Democracy Dock-
et.

The fight over the maps in Texas will
likely reverberate in other states. Califor-
nia Governor Gavin Newsom is signaling
that he is considering a mid-decade round
of redistricting. The Texas Tribune re-
ported yesterday that Gov. Newsom “has
told aides he will move forward with a
plan to redraw his state’s congressional
lines to install more Democrats if Texas
Republicans pass their own updated map.”

The redistricting issues could cause
other political dominos to fall in other
states, such as Illinois.
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A new poll from the Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research
shows growing public skepticism toward
the effectiveness of diversity, equity, and
inclusion (DEI) programs. Conducted July
10-14, 2025, the survey of 1,437 U.S.
adults revealed that only about one-third
believe DEI efforts reduce discrimination
against women, Hispanic people, or Asian
Americans. Four in 10 say DEl initiatives
help address bias against Black people. Yet
nearly 30 percent believe these initiatives
increase discrimination, including against
white people.

The AP-NORC poll also noted a sharp
drop in the number of Americans who ac-
knowledge racial discrimination against
Black and Asian people. In 2021, 61% said
Black Americans faced a great deal or
quite a bit of discrimination. That figure
now stands at 40%. For Asian Americans, it
dropped from 46% to 30%. Despite this de-
cline in perception, 74% of Black respon-
dents say their communities continue to
experience significant discrimination. The
polling results come amid escalating con-
cerns about Project 2025, a sweeping 900-
page policy blueprint published by the
Heritage Foundation and widely viewed as
a roadmap for a second Trump administra-
tion. According to the Legal Defense
Fund’s Thurgood Marshall Institute, Proj-
ect 2025 poses a direct threat to Black
communities by proposing to dismantle
civil rights protections, privatize educa-
tion, and expand executive power with
minimal oversight.

The LDF’s report, Attack on Our Power
and Dignity: What Project 2025 Means for
Black Communities, warns that the agenda
would eliminate racial data collection in
federal agencies, weaken anti-discrimina-
tion laws, and roll back protections for
workers, students, and voters. “The as-
sault on Black communities envisioned by
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Project 2025 will almost certainly con-
demn us to demise,” said LDF President
Janai Nelson. Education is a central battle-
ground. Project 2025 calls for eliminating
the Department of Education and replacing
federal oversight with state control, even
in states with a documented history of ra-
cial discrimination. It also seeks to defund
school programs that address systemic rac-
ism or acknowledge white privilege. These
efforts echo past segregationist rhetoric.

In a February 2025 Newsweek opinion
piece, Dr. Stephanie R. Toliver of the Uni-
versity of Illinois cited former North Caro-
lina Justice |. Beverly Lake’s 1954 warning
that inferior education was preferable to
racial integration. Toliver drew a chilling
parallel to the present: “Just as Justice
Lake once saw inferior education as an
acceptable price to pay for preserving ra-
cial purity, today’s rhetoric proposes that
a substandard education is a small cost for
maintaining racism, homophobia, trans
violence, and antiblackness”. Human
Rights Watch also issued a 2025 statement
linking the rollback of DEIl initiatives to the
broader global assault on anti-racism ef-
forts. The organization called the Trump-
era movement against DEl a “clear exam-
ple” of mainstreamed racism, urging gov-
ernments to reckon with the legacies of
slavery, colonialism, and apartheid by
adopting reparations and structural re-
forms. As perceptions of discrimination
wane and support for DEI programs de-
clines, civil rights advocates warn that
these attitudes reflect not progress, but
apathy, denial, and a dangerous rewriting
of history.

“Our democracy stands at a cross-
roads,” Nelson said. “A path of infinite
promise towards a more inclusive, equita-
ble, and durable democracy on the one
hand, and one of immeasurable and, po-
tentially, irretrievable demise on the oth-
er.”
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