
     As part of the City of Detroit’s SNAP�
interruption response, Mayor Mike Duggan�
recently announced the city website�
(DetroitMi.Gov) has gone live with an in-�
teractive map and listing of 85 verified�
food pantry locations.  Additional sites will�
be added throughout the day as they are�
verified and the team working on the city�
response expects the number to reach ap-�
proximately 100 by the time pantries open�
on Wednesday morning.�
     Residents visiting the website will have�
the option to view the pantry location list-�
ing based on Council District or distance�
from any address in the city.  Using the�
map view, visitors can click on any one of�
the dots to find out the address of the�
pantry, as well as its days and hours of�
operation.�
     In a video message posted, Mayor Dug-�
gan thanked the 860 Detroiters who al-�
ready had volunteered to work a shift at a�
food pantry over the next two weeks,�
starting Wednesday, Nov. 5 morning.�
    “I can’t begin to thank the hundreds of�
Detroiters who have volunteered to sup-�
port their neighbors in this time of need,”�
the Mayor said. “Based on this response,�
we are confident we will have the food�
necessary to get us through the next two�
weeks and the hands needed to package�
and distribute food to those who need it.”�
    The Mayor was joined in his video by�
Council President Pro-Tem James Tate and�
councilmembers, Mary Waters, Scott Ben-�
son, Fred Durhal and Gabriella Santiago�
Romero, who have been instrumental in�
getting word out to their constituents.�
Tate also thanked Detroiters for stepping�
up to volunteer and encouraged them to�
donate to any local food bank.�
     “In our conversations with our food�
pantry operators, they say they still need�
people to donate food, including canned�
goods, other dry food good, especially pro-�
teins like canned chicken, tuna or salm-�

on,” Tate said. “Whether or not you can�
work a volunteer shift, if you can share�
something from your pantry with others, it�
will be put to good use.”�
     People still interested in volunteering�
can find the sign-up form on the front of�
the City of Detroit website at�
DetroitMi.Gov.  The form lets volunteers�
sign up for one or more four-hour shifts,�
starting Wednesday, November 5.�
   Volunteers are welcomed at the Food�
Pantry Hartford Memorial Baptist Church�
at 14000 W Seven Mile Rd Detroit, MI�
48235 and Food Pantry - Michigan Veterans�
Foundation at 4626 Grand River Detroit, MI�
48208.�
     The Trump administration said that�
SNAP recipients would receive 50% of their�
usual benefit in November, based on what�
they say is the amount of funding available�
in the SNAP reserve fund.  It likely will still�
take days for those benefits to begin to�
reach SNAP recipients.�
    On Friday, the Mayor announced he has�
authorized $1.75 million in emergency�
funds to provide additional food to local�
pantries.�
    The Mayor’s Department of Neighbor-�
hoods will be fully assigned to monitor the�
food pantry locations to determine if they�
need more volunteers or food. District�
Managers will be working closely with�
partners at the United Way and pantries to�
coordinate volunteer efforts.�
     In his video, the Mayor again asked De-�
troiters to limit their visits to food banks�
to the same week of the month that their�
SNAP benefits usually appear on their�
cards.�
     “Each week, about a quarter of Detroi-�
ters who receive their SNAP benefits have�
them added to their card,” the Mayor�
said. “If everyone sticks to that schedule,�
we can avoid long lines and better ensure�
ample food supply each week.”�

PRNewswire/ -- What started as two re-�
sourceful moms searching for meaningful�
fundraising ideas to help schools, sports�
teams, and nonprofits raise money has�
grown into a nationwide movement.�
    Polish immigrant�
sisters, Joanna Serra�
and Barbara Kent,�
are now an award-�
winning teacher and�
combat veteran duo,�
who founded Fund-�
raiser Blankets® to�
transform school�
fundraising with cus-�
tom blankets fami-�
lies love. As proud�
INC5000 and Vet100�
female honorees,�
Fundraiser Blankets�
is recognized as our�
nation's #1 choice�
for custom fundraising blankets.�
     Combat veteran & teacher owned�
Fundraiser Blankets® brings custom school�
fundraising purpose to Shark Tank Oct 8 on�
ABC.�
     With schools and sports programs fac-�
ing chronic underfunding, and fundraising�
likely always being a necessity, Fundraiser�
Blankets® was built to provide long-term,�
sustainable fundraising solutions that put�
more profit back into the hands of schools�
and groups. From K-12 schools and sports�
teams to PTOs, booster clubs, and commu-�
nity organizations, Fundraiser Blankets®�
has helped thousands of groups raise mil-�
lions of dollars. Over the years, their cozy,�
customizable, colorful blankets have pro-�
moted school spirit, built team pride,�
sparked charity, and created support�
where it's needed most.�
     On October 8, 2025, Fundraiser Blan-�
kets® appeared on ABC's Shark Tank Sea-�
son 17, Episode 3, sharing their story,�

their mission, and their impact with the�
Sharks on the show.�
     Fundraiser Blankets® offers quality,�
custom logo blankets starting at just $10�
with free shipping, a wholesale vendor�

pricing model designed to maxi-�
mize fundraising profits with�
throws. That means schools and�
teams keep more money in their�
pockets for their students with�
this unique product fundraising�
idea, with higher profit margins�
than traditional fundraisers like�
popcorn, cookie dough, or cheap�
trinkets. Fundraiser Blankets®�
gives a way to fundraise with�
heart and impact.�
     "When you start with genuine�
care, lead with mission, and�
keep helping others at the heart�
of what you do - success fol-�
lows," said co-founder, former�

teacher turned entrepreneur, Joanna Ser-�
ra. "We're honored to share that story on�
Shark Tank."�
    Fundraiser Blankets® appearing on�
Shark Tank marks a milestone for every�
parent group, PTO mom, booster club,�
coach, teacher, and volunteer who be-�
lieved in the mission. Together, they've�
wrapped their schools in custom blankets�
and throws, turning simple fundraising�
ideas into lasting impact. This isn't just�
about blankets. It's about communities�
raising more funds for students, building�
team pride, and proving that school fund-�
raising can be meaningful and profitable.�
     "We've warmed thousands of communi-�
ties," added co-founder Barbara Kent,�
West Point grad and military veteran�
turned entrepreneur, "but can we warm�
the Sharks? You'll have to watch and see."�
    For more information, visit�
fundraiserblankets.com�

Fundraiser Blankets® dives into ABC's Shark Tank!�

313.457.5944�


